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Muscatine City Council Meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, September19™.

Join us at City Hall to support saving the Steps

At one time there were four concrete stairways from the bottom of the bluff to the top. These public
rights of way provided safe pedestrian corridors from the South End to the top of the bluff. Now
only two are left. Both are unique gems which add to the historic appeal of our town. One is the
Cherry Street Steps from West Second Street up to the foot of Cherry Street. They are still being
used and are in good repair. Another is the Cemetery Steps from Hershey Avenue up to the
Greenwood Cemetery. Until just a few years ago the Cemetery Steps were also in good condition
and were well-used, especially by young people, walking to and from school and school activities.
The Cemetery Steps were also an important pedestrian route from the West Hill Area to and from
the Riverfront, South End businesses, and Kent Stein Park. They were the only safe pedestrian
walkway west of the Main Street-8" Street hill. Unfortunately maintenance of the Cemetery Steps
was neglected, the steps fell into disrepair and were closed by the city. At that time only minor
repairs were needed. Due to continued neglect the damage has become more serious, but most of
the stairway is still in sound condition. It appears that someone recently removed about a dozen
steps at the top, so that the stairway is not as easily accessed as it once was. There are a couple of
places lower down which need work, and the handrails need to be replaced. With some repairs and
a little continued maintenance the Cemetery Steps could easily last another century.



~-: Greenwood Cemetery Stairway

p/fr- Mayor, Ad Ms nSter, and Alde raan

| would like to express my support for restoring the Greenwood Cemetery
stairway. Many of the younger folks in Muscatine aren’t aware it exists, or the
historical significance it has.

Sometime in the past the steps fell into disrepair and the City neglected to
maintain them when their upkeep would have been minimal. However, if
corrective action isn’t taken in the very near future the steps will continue to
deteriorate to the point that repair costs will be prohibitive. The “Closed, or no
trespassing” signs will not excuse the City of liability should someone get hurt on
the steps in their current condition. The liability will probably exist until they are
either repaired or completely removed. No doubt the cost of repair will be
considerable, however, the cost of removal and taking the necessary precaution
to stabilize the hillside from erosion will also amount to a substantial expense.

Please give your consideration to preserving this bit of Muscatine history. This
stairway dates back to a time in Muscatine when a person’s feet were their
primary means of transportation. It is my opinion that the money will be better
spent in repairing the stairway than it will be tearing it out. Perhaps a portion of
the restoration cost could be offset with private funding?

Respectfully,

Mike Lawrence
1112 Oak Street
Muscatine

f1 9/17/2013 8:06 A}



A Petition to Save our

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedesirian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Steps
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage for at least
70 years. If maintained, they could provide safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the top of the bluff for at

least another century.

R

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkw ays for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save

To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the Che
70 years. If maintained, they could

least another century.

our Steps

try Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage for at least
provide safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the top of the bluff for at

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the C
70 years. If maintained, they could P

least another century.

A Petition to Save our Steps

herry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage for at least
rovide safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the top of the bluff for at

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps
To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage for at least

70 years. If maintained, they could provide safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the top of the bluff for at
least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature - Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps
To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage for at
least 70 years. If maintained, they could provide safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the top of the bluff

for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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To the Muscatine City Council:

A Petition to Save our Steps

The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the
carly 19™ Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the botiom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another ¢

entury.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Counecil:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedesirian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic wallkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps
To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the
carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the
top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps h
carlv 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian ac

top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens o

ave been a unique part of our Muscatine herilage since the
cess between the bottom and the

f Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the
top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine addrfgss__ Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:

' The Cemetery Steps and thi¢ Cherry Street Steps have been‘a, unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the
early 19" Century. If maintained, thw could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the
top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our Clty Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name - Muscatine address Date
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To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemeterv Steps and the Cherry Street Steps

carly 19" Century. If maintained. they could provide important and

top of the bluff for at least another

A Petition to Save our

century.

Steps

have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the
safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the
early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least anothe

r century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemeterv Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carlv 19" Century. If maintained. they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition te Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemeterv Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the
carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide imporiant and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedesirian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

A Petition to Save our Steps
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A Petition te Save our

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Steps
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:

The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the
top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the blufl for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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Muscatine address
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Chetry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the botiom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signaturg Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

carly 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the
top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Signature

Print Name

Muscatine address

Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.

Sigppture Print Name Muscatine address Date
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A Petition to Save our Steps -

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine herilage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the
top of the bluff for at least another century.

Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council
to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walloways for the public’s use.
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Your signature can help to Save our Green Space

Muscatine City Council Meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, September19™.

Join us at City Hall to support saving the Steps

At one time there were four concrete stairways from the bottom of the bluff to the top. These public
rights of way provided safe pedestrian corridors from the South End to the top of the bluff. Now
only two are left. Both are unique gems which add to the historic appeal of our town. One is the
Cherry Street Steps from West Second Street up to the foot of Cherry Street. They are still being
used and are in good repair. Another is the Cemetery Steps from Hershey Avenue up to the
Greenwood Cemetery. Until just a few years ago the Cemetery Steps were also in good condition
and were well-used, especially by young people, walking to and from school and school activities.
The Cemetery Steps were also an important pedestrian route from the West Hill Area to and from
the Riverfront, South End businesses, and Kent Stein Park. They were the only safe pedestrian
walkway west of the Main Street-8" Street hill. Unfortunately maintenance of the Cemetery Steps
was neglected, the steps fell into disrepair and were closed by the city. At that time only minor
repairs were needed. Due to continued neglect the damage has become more serious, but most of
the stairway is still in sound condition. It appears that someone recently removed about a dozen
steps at the top, so that the stairway is not as easily accessed as it once was. There are a couple of
places lower down which need work, and the handrails need to be replaced. With some repairs and
a little continued maintenance the Cemetery Steps could easily last another century.



A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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A Petition to Save our Steps

To the Muscatine City Council:
The Cemetery Steps and the Cherry Street Steps have been a unique part of our Muscatine heritage since the

early 19" Century. If maintained, they could provide important and safe pedestrian access between the bottom and the

top of the bluff for at least another century.
Therefore, we the undersigned citizens of Muscatine, petition our City Council

to permanently preserve and maintain these historic walkways for the public’s use.
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